
•FCC Chairman Ajit Pai 
joins NTCA and its mem-
bers at the Rural Telecom 
Industry meeting and Expo.

• Pai shares his perspec-
tives and priorities for the 
state of rural broadband 
in the U.S.

• Shirley Bloomfield, CEO 
of  NTC A-The Rura l 
Broadband Association, 
sat in a “fireside chat” with 
the FCC Chairman. 

• FCC’s order on Universal 
Service is already having 
impact on expanded con-
struction plans.

• FCC Chairman continu-
ing to walk the walk of 
supporting rural America 
after sharing his sentiment 
of being “a rural American” 
upon being sworn in as a 
commissioner.   
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It’s last call to get 
those applications in as 
WT Services, Inc. will 
award scholarships for 
the fifth consecutive year 
this spring. Deadline for 
applictions is April 10. 
Scholarship winners will 
be announced in May.

WT Services, Inc. has 
awarded 28 scholarships 
amounting to $21,000 
since its scholarship pro-
gram began in 2014.

WT Services schol-
arships are open only to 
students whose parents 
or guardians are WT 
Services, Inc. customers, 
or to students who are 
WT Services customers. 

WT Services schol-
arship applications may 
be picked up at the WT 
Services office at 119 
East 4th in Hereford or 
at the Hereford High 
School counselor’s of-
fice. 

Applications may be 
picked up at the WT 
Services, Inc. office in 
Friona at 1010 Columbia. 
They are also available 
at counselor’s offices at 
Friona, Bovina, and Bush-
land high schools. Ap-
plication forms may also 
be downloaded from the 
WT Services website 
located at wtservices.
net.

Last call for scholarship apps

By Amy Linzey 
CEO/General Manager

My friend and col-
league Shirley Bloomfield, 
CEO of NTCA-The Rural 
Broadband Association, 
was on hand at a meeting 
of NTCA in early Febru-
ary and had some keen 
observations on the event 
that are worth noting. Ms. 
Bloomfield was of the 
opinion that it was a true 

treat and honor to have 
FCC Chairman Ajit Pai join 
NTCA and its members in 
New Orleans at the Rural 
Telecom Industry Meet-
ing and Expo (RTIME). He 
shared his perspective and 
priorities for the state of 
rural broadband in our 
country and the role that 
NTCA members play in 
ensuring forward move-
ment on bridging the digi-

tal divide.
Mrs. Bloomfield sat in 

something of a “fireside 
chat” with the Chairman 
and was appreciative of 
his willingness to engage 
with the NTCA sector as 
well as the time he took 
in advance of coming to 
the stage to meet with the 
NTCA board and policy 
leadership to hear about 
the positive impact that 
the FCC’s December or-
der on Universal Service 
is already having on ex-
panded construction plans. 
STILL IDENTIFYING 

AS  RURAL 
 “It is hard to believe 

that it has been nearly 
five years since the Chair-
man (then newly sworn in 
Commissioner) came to an 
NTCA meeting and shared 
his heartfelt sentiment of 
‘I am a rural American.’ In 
subsequent actions reflect-
ing a passion for closing the 
digital divide, he has indeed 
walked the walk on sup-
porting rural America,” Ms. 
Bloomfield commented on 
the occasion. 

Chairman Pai shared 
that “my wish is for all of 

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai still identifies
himself as a rural American in talk with NTCA 

(See STILL ,Page 2)
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rural America to close 
the digital divide. I want to 
make sure rural America is 
front and center and not in 
the background during our 
decision making.”

During the discus-
sion, the chairman and Ms. 
Bloomfield were able to hit 
a number of topics – next 
steps for Universal Service 
Fund reform, spectrum is-
sues and the importance 
of spectrum access for 
rural providers. They also 
touched base on the ac-
countability mechanism 
of performance testing. 
The Chairman responded 
“There’s a balance we are 
trying to strike – we want 
every USF dollar to be 
spent wisely…but we need 
to minimize the burden of 
this regulatory process.” 
We’re sure that NTCA 
members appreciate his 
thoughtful approach.

Chairman Pai a lso 
swung by the hotel a tad 
early so that he could grab 
a cup of coffee and chat 
with NTCA’s board of di-
rectors and policy leaders 
prior to speaking to the full 
membership. 

MEMBERS ATTEST 
TO IMPACT OF USF 
ORDER

“My favorite part of 
the discussion was NTCA 
members sharing the posi-
tive impact that the FCC’s 
recent Universal Service 

Fund order voted through 
in December will have on 
future construction plans 
as they continue to lead the 
way on bringing broadband 
and advanced services to 
those rural Americans still 
waiting as well as their abil-
ity to continue to upgrade 
their existing networks to 
meet growing consumer 
demand,” Ms. Bloomfield 
related.

“I was never more 
proud of the NTCA mem-
bership than when they 
gave the Chairman a stand-
ing ovation as he came to 
the stage and I certainly 
hope he felt the “love” 
on how important the 
continued success of the 
high-cost USF program is 
to those who utilize it to 
build rural networks,” she 
continued. 

Businesses of the MonthStill rural...from Page 1

WTRT/WT Services 
has a computer support 
team  that will repair  cus-
tomer computers. If your 
computer has a problem 
bring it to the WTRT office 
at 3425 US Highway 385 
at Hereford. Friona/Bo-
vina customers can bring 
their computer by the WT 
Services office at 1010 Co-
lumbia and it will be taken 
to the WTRT office in Her-
eford and returned when 
repaired. Repair rates are 
reasonable. 

Computer repairs offered


